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Book Reviews
LIFE AND LAW.

Brown & Co., 1940.

By Samuel Williston.
Pp. ix, 338. $4.00.

Boston.

Little

This reminiscent autobiography, cataloguing a sequence
of interesting events and important personalities, should
be of considerable interest to all members of the bar and
to those in the law teaching profession.
The author, Samuel Williston, was born in 1861 in unpretentious surroundings, the third child in a family of
eight children. He was raised in Cambridge, Massachusetts, close to the atmosphere of Harvard University where,
later as Professor of Law, he was to gain fame as a legal
scholar and a teacher, beloved by his students. His contributions to the legal profession are well known, as witness
his having been a member and Reporter of the American
Law Institute; a celebrated writer in the fields of Contracts
and Sales; the Dane Professor Law at the Harvard Law
,$chool; and the first recipient of the American Bar Association medal for conspicuous contribution to American
jurisprudence.
It is difficult to select any one chapter of this autobiography for specific comment. To the bar the most interesting chapters probably will be Professor Williston's
account of the work of the Commissioners on Uniform
State Laws in the drafting of such uniform acts as the Sales
Act, the Bills of Lading Act, and the Warehouse Receipts
Act; and the story of his labors as Reporter of the American Law Institute's Restatement of the Law of Contracts.1
To those in law teaching the most interesting chapter will
doubtless be his account of the changing theories of legal
education.2 Professor Williston's explanation of his own
jurisprudential ideas, as contrasted with those of the "realists" represented by Professor Llewellyn of the Columbia
University Law School, is interesting to observe.
Combined with the above, so as to make this autobiography a source of real entertainment, are: Lively
sketches of the town of Newport where, while a Senior at
Harvard College, Williston was secretary to the expansionist, Raphel Pumpelly; the interesting account of a year's
1

See Chapters 14 and 19.
See Chapter 13.
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teaching in a private boarding school at Media, Pennsylvania, which was followed by his decision to return to
Harvard for the study of law; the description of his experiences in Washington where, after graduation from law
school, he served as law clerk to Mr. Justice Horace Gray
of the United States Supreme Court; treatment of his early
days in the practice with the firm of Hyde, Dickinson and
Howe in Boston, prior to his return to the Harvard Law
School as teacher. Then there is a picture of the Law
School at the time of its flowering under the influence of
such legal scholars as Langdell, Ames, Thayer, and Gray,
and it is dramatically broken by his account of a nervous
breakdown which left its mark and was never completely
shaken off, although it did not prevent a productive and
enjoyable life.
In a short foreword, Judge Learned Hand aptly points
out that he who reads this autobiography will find the story
a portrait of "one who had neither vanity, nor its counterpart, self-depreciation; neither worship for the past, nor a
heart open to each new-comer; a serene spirit-even under
its frequent load of illness-making its possessor one of
the great figures of his calling and final authority when he
speaks." In all, this autobiography makes delightful
reading, and it is without a dull moment.
FREDERICK W.

INVERNIZZI.*

TRUST BUSINESS IN COMMON LAW COUNTRIES.

By Gil-

bert Thomas Stephenson. New York. Research Council,
American Bankers Association, 1940. Pp. 911. $5.00.
For those interested in trusts law and business this
work is worthy of attention along with the trusts books
reviewed in the February issue of this Review. It is the
fifth study in the Trust Research Series of the same publishers and it is to have a companion volume Trust Business in Civil Law Countries.
As described by the author in his preface, the book
consists of a series of comparative studies of trust business
in the "English-speaking countries of the British Commonwealth of Nations and the United States of America, in
which the Anglican or English common law is the prevailing system." It is worked out on the thesis that there is
a common law system of trust business, growing out of the
* Assistant Professor of Law, University of Maryland School of Law.

1941]

BOOK REVIEWS

common law itself, with marked similarities in the jurisdictions studied. First, each country is studied separately,
with the leading features of its trust business carefully
emphasized.1 Then, in a concluding chapter, the similarities are assembled and discussed in detail. All is done in
straight-forward, clear and readable fashion, as would be
expected by those who know the author through his lectures and other writings.
The American scholar is already aware that much is to
be learned from the experience of other jurisdictions having our system of law and having social and economic
problems approximating our own. An assemblage of
these lessons in one volume for one subject is both interesting and useful. For example, New Zealand's seventy
years experience with the common fund and the shorter,
but still long (in comparison to our own), experience of
the states of Australia should be of value to those interested in the statutory developments allowing that method
of investment for American trustees. The value of the
public trustee can be weighed by what has happened in
practice in New Zealand, Australia, England, and British
India. New and undiscovered trust services may be discovered in the practices of other countries. Many knotty
problems, seeming to arise for the first time in our jurisdiction, may have been met and solved successfully in some
one or more of these other trust-conscious countries. Certainly, time is well-spent with a volume that delineates in
detail the practices of such sister jurisdictions in an everdeveloping field.
' The jurisdictions are grouped: 1. England and Wales; 2. Scotland;
3. Ireland; 4. Canada; 5. New Zealand; 6. Australia; 7. Union of South
Africa; S. British India, Burma, and Ceylon; 9. Other Countries of the
British Commonwealth: and 10. The United States. Trust business in
each is discussed under sixteen headings: 1. Historical Background:
2. Trust Institutions; 3. Trust Functions; 4. Trust Policies: 5. Trust Compensation; 6. Trust Legislation: 7. Trust Statistics; S. Trust Earnings;
9. Trust Supervision; 10. Trust Promotion; 11. Trust Education: 12. Trust
Literature; 13. Trust Associations; 14. Trust Branches; 15. Distinctive
Features; 16. Conclusions. There are, also, 165 pages of appendices
covering matters of statutory reform, or of other special interest.

